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 of the EBDM data collection template.

Term Definition Notes on Measurement

Arrest
All persons processed by law enforcement agencies, through booking, citation, 

or summons, for committing an offense in its jurisdiction.

Does not include referrals without a booking, 

warrants that have not resulted in an arrest, and 

non-criminal traffic citations

Booking

The process of officially recording a physical arrest. It typically includes 

1)photographing the defendant 2) fingerprinting the defendant 3) obtaining 

demographic information from the defendant Does not include cite and release

Call for service

A call for service is an event occurring a law enforcement agency's jurisdiction 

to which a police employee must respond to evaluate or take action, or an 

event that comes to the attention of police or is initiated by police that requires 

formal documentation (e.g., case report, supplemental report or accident 

report).

Typically includes calls coming in through 9-1-1 

or a non-emergency line to a law enforcement 

agency.  Sometimes includes officer-initiated 

activity.  Should this be "citizen-generated" only?

Citation
A written order, issued by law enforcement for a violation, to appear in court at 

a later date Criminal, traffic, and ordinance?

Diversion from arrest

When a law enforcement officer has probable cause that a person committed 

an offense, but gives the individual an alternate disposition, in lieu of a formal 

arrest.  

Usually part of some type of program intended 

to divert offenders from the traditional criminal 

justice system.

Emergency Detentions

When an officer places a subject in custody  based on specific and recent 

dangerous acts, attempts, threats, omissions, and/or statements made by the 

subject as observed reliably by the officer or reliably reported to the officer. 

In custody/detention
Restricting or removing a person’s right to freedom of movement, including 

inducing a belief they may not exercise their free will as a result.  

In custody and detention may need to be 

separated.

Law enforcement

The generic name for the activities of the agencies responsible for maintaining 

public order and enforcing the law, particularly the activities of prevention, 

detections, and investigation of crime and apprehension of criminals. 

Typically includes municipal police agencies, 

county sheriffs, some state and federal agencies.  

What should be included for the purpose of 

EBDM?  Just municipal police and county 

sheriffs?

Release
Is this in the context of arrest, or cite and 

release, or pretrial?  

Arrest
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Response time parameters
 Amount of elapsed time between when a citizen-generated call for police 

service is received and arrival of the first officer on scene

Usually starts with when a call is received, but 

can be inconsistent across jurisdictions. 

Service call types/ categories

Difficult to find consistent categories across 

jurisdictions.  Need to develop general 

categories and instructions on how to fit the 

categories?

Stop

Temporary detention of an individual for investigation. To be legal, a stop must 

be based on reasonable suspicion to believe the individual has committed or is 

about to commit, some violation of the law. 

Need to define whether this is vehicle, person, 

or both

Type of unit responding What is the goal for this one?

Appearance rate
The percentage of supervised defendants who make all scheduled court 

appearances

Average daily population
Sum of inmates in a facility on each day for a given time period divided by the 

number of days in that time period

Average length of stay
The average lengths of jail stay for pretrial detainees who are eligible by statute 

for pretrial release?

Add the sum of days from date of jail entry to 

date of release for each pretrial detainee divided 

by number of detainees

Bail

 The process of releasing a defendant from jail or other governmental custody 

with conditions set to reasonably assure public safety and court appearance, 

with the condition often being  a monetary payment

Bond
An amount put up by a bail bondsman who collects a non-refundable fee or 

collateral from the defendant to pay the bail

Bond hearing

When the court determines if bail is required, and if so will fix the amount and 

will order the defendant to be held in jail until bail can be posted, generally in 

the form of cash or a secured bond. 

Caseload ratio The number of supervised defendants divided by the numbers of case managers

Defendant A person against whom a criminal proceeding is pending

Pretrial
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Failure to appear

When a defendant or witness under subpoena does not show up for a 

scheduled court appearance. It is understood to carry with it some penalty for 

the failure, such as the issue of a bench warrant. 

Number of defendants by 

release type and condition
The number of defendants released by court-ordered release type (personal 

recognizance, conditional supervision, unsecured bond) Need to define each type of releaase?

Preliminary Hearing

A hearing to determine if there is probable cause to believe a crime was 

committed and if the defendant committed it. If probable cause is established, 

the case will proceed. If not, the case is dismissed.

Pretrial Need definition

Pretrial detention rate
Proportion of pretrial defendants who are detained throughout pretrial case 

processing

Risk level
Measure of a person's risk of reoffending; should be based on a validated 

assessment tool.      

Most definitions focus the risk/needs principle 

and assessing high/medium/low risk

Safety rate
The percentage of supervised defendants who are not charged with a new 

offense during the pretrial stage Charged or arrested?

Success rate

The percentage of released defendants who are 1) not revoked for technical 

violations due to condition violations, 2)appear for all scheduled court 

appearances, and 3) are not charged with a new offense during pretrial Charged or arrested?

Time on pretrial supervision
Time between the pretrial agency's assumption of supervision and the end of 

the program supervision

Defendants first contact date with pretrial 

program to case disposition or issue of new 

release or detention requirements in days ?

Universal Screening

The percentage of defendants eligible for release by statute or local court rule 

that the program assesses for release eligibility. Screening includes any 

combination of pretrial interview, application of a risk assessment instrument, 

or measurement against other established criteria for release recommendation 

or program placement
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Sources:
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/enforce/GuideforOfficers/pages/Glossary.html

http://plsinfo.org/healthysmc/12/glossary.html

http://www.mncourts.gov/district/5/?page=490

https://www.co.rock.wi.us/da-terms

http://www.pretrial.org/glossary-terms/

http://www.drewlawbooks.com/Definitions.pdf

http://mrsc.org/getmedia/10776441-64D9-405B-83F6-2105C534F0A2/policelos.aspx

http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/html/cd_rom/tech_docs/pubs/CallManagementCommunityPolicing.pdf

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/police/terms

..\..\Resources\Reports and publications\Policing\statement of emergency detention.doc

http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/jim12st.pdf

http://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/documents/Community_Courts_Misdemeanor_Offenders.pdf

http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tdtp&tid=7

http://www.pretrial.org/download/performance-measures/Measuring%20What%20Matters.pdf

http://www.village.bayside.wi.us/DocumentCenter/View/113

https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2012/crime-in-the-u.s.-2012/persons-arrested/persons-arrested

Glossary provided by Tiana Glenna, Eau Claire County Criminal Justice Supervisor
http://www.afp.gov.au/~/media/afp/pdf/ips-foi-documents/ips/publication-

list/afp%20national%20guide%20on%20persons%20in%20custody%20and%20police%20custodial%20facilities%20and%20people%20in%20custody%2
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